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I would like us to pray for Saint Stephen’s at the cusp of a new beginning. Let us enter into this upcoming Easter
Season with an intention to be a part of a new beginning on our horizon. This past week as we celebrated the Sunday Eucharistic liturgy for Palm Sunday; we also welcomed Bishop McConnell for what will likely have been his
last visit to Saint Stephen’s. We have walked together through a long year of restrictions of varying degrees of severity, applying ourselves dutifully and faithfully to provide careful attention to safe distancing, wearing masks,
avoiding physical contact, careful hand washing and supplementing with hand sanitizer, even limiting our use of
the cup for the distribution of Holy Communion in line with best practices of safety guidelines and protocols. We
have spent an entire year of liturgies with many among our congregation and friends watching our livestream

through their devices at home. Even continuing this, gathering in person matters.
We are now at a time to begin to prepare ourselves for a new beginning-a gradual return to what has been the
custom from the Church’s worship, from its earliest beginnings up unto what most of us have known as the practice of our worship from our childhood until the beginning of 2020. I pray that you experience the movement of
the Holy Spirit drawing us to our joy in the Resurrection. Saint Paul encourages Timothy in his second pastoral
letter (4: 1-3): “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead,
and by his appearing and his kingly power: proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.” We can begin to envision the time
very soon when we shall all be able to come back together for worship. We shall very soon have received our second vaccines. We have followed our C.D.C guidelines and shall continue to do so. I invite us to prayerfully prepare to bless each other with our presence in our worship space again as the family of Saint Stephen’s. May the
Holy Spirit bless us, as Paul commends Timothy to believe, to be strong, loving and wise as Christians. -F.C.+
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Mission of the Month:
Heifer International

Partnering across the globe with farmers,
Heifer International creates unique solutions to local challenges with livestock
and crops. They help build inclusive, resilient economies, so communities can develop effective ways to end hunger and
poverty in a sustainable way. If you would
like to donate, you can write a check to
“Heifer International” and put it in the
offering plate, or you can donate on their
website https://www.heifer.org

NEEDED SUPPLIES FOR OUR
BLESSING BOX
The blessing box has been a great
success. If you’d like to donate
supplies, the ones listed below
have been the most popular.
Pancake mix and syrup
Brownie mix
Mac-n-cheese
Coffee and tea
Boxed pasta
Shampoo

ARE YOU 55 OR OLDER?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
FIND WORK, DEVELOP
NEW SKILLS, AND BUILD
YOUR FINANCIAL SECURITY?
Through SCSEP you can receive up to 20 hours/week
of paid training and work experience, gain valuable
skills and talents to improve the community by training
in a wide variety of locations, including offices, hospitals, daycare centers, senior centers and other community organizations.
You may qualify if: you are 55 or older, unemployed,
earning a low income or no income, wish to work in
your community, want to be paid to learn new skills
through on-the-job training.
CALL AARP Foundation at
412-271-1580
Or apply now at

Dish and hand soap
Stove top stuffing
Salt and pepper
Jello and pudding mix
Interested in a book group?
The Thursday bible study group will be
reading Howard Thurman’s, “Jesus and
the Disinherited.” It was first published in 1949, but it speaks to us today as we consider our response to the
the crises that face us and ask ourselves how we should respond as followers of Jesus. Please contact Melanie Sprenkel (412) 725-1174 if you’d
like to join us Thursdays from 12-1:30
p.m. on zoom. We will begin the Thursday after Easter, April 15, 2021.

https://www.scseporg/
OnlineApplication/
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Tuna and other
canned meats

APRIL

Please remember to
bring your pledge up to
date if possible.
Hello Neighbor is an organization that supports
refugee families in Pittsburgh. You can check
them out at
www.helloneighbor.io

Birthdays
Aliya Sunderman - April 25
Gerry Dalton and Charlie Sprenkel - April 27

How do we as Episcopalians live out
our faith as Christians? Join our Zoom meeting!
Thursday Discipleship 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Contact Father Chuck or Melanie Sprenkel with
questions

Prayer for the search and discernment process for a new
bishop
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your
Church and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop
for this Diocese and those who offer themselves as candidates, that
we may receive a faithful pastor who will care for your people and
equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER
April 1 - Maundy Thursday 7 p.m.; April 2 - Good Friday 12 noon;
April 4 - Easter Sunday 8 and 10:30 a.m.; April 30 - Arbor Day

3

Contact Us
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Worship 8AM & 10:30AM
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 10:00-1:00 (and by appointment.)
600 Pitt Street
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.243.6100 (phone)
412.243.6105 (fax)
ststephenswilk@verizon.net (email)

Parish Staff
Rev. Chuck Esposito Priest in
charge
Soon Choi, Dir. of Music Ministry
Melanie Sprenkel, Parish Ministry
Coordinator
Gerry Dalton, Financial Admin
Dave Stefanik, Caretaker
Elise Morris, Archivist & Historian

Please join us in praying for the members
and committees of St.
Stephen’s. Green
prayer cycle booklets
are in the back and
front of the sanctuary.
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