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ST. STEPHENõS SPIRIT  

The Newsletter of St. Stephenõs Episcopal Church, Wilkinsburg PA   SEPTEMBER 2024 

As we kick off a new year at Saint Stephenõs, I would ask us to pray for our parish. Letõs give inten-

tional thanks every day and at all times to God for what we have, individually and as a faith com-

munity. Letõs re-commit ourselves to nurture the spiritual seeds and sprouts of new possibilities 

emerging here at St. Stephenõs as we cherish and care for the well-established blessings that are an 

integral part of our parish history. Some people in the community learn first about us by speaking 

with Melanie, our parish ministry coordinator. We are blest to have her. Sheõs a friendly, dedicated 

faith -filled student of theology who also facilitates our Thursday afternoon Bible study. Some peo-

ple just come into the church for a community event or for one of our liturgies. We are blest to have 

a congregation with gratitude and pride in St. Stephenõs. Anyone who visits experiences a smiling 

member who is eager to welcome them and help them to feel comfortable. Soon, our Director of Mu-

sic Ministry, prepares the songs and helps our choir members to lead us in giving praise to God 

with our joyful voices. Tim our Caretaker stays vigilant in the mornings and evenings on our cam-

pus steadfastly to keep our buildings clean, safe and ready for the rather large number of groups 

that use them. Gerry our Treasurer stays on top of our finances, and in coordination with the dio-

cese, helps us to pay our bills and be good stewards of the generous tithes and offerings our mem-

bers and friends give to St. Stephenõs for the glory of God. Our other vestry members, Beth, Pam, 

and Elise,  have been serving for quite a while in this important ministry. Doug, our new vestry 

member accepted my request to be appointed as a vestry member as our members Ernie and Mike 

are bearing some health challenges. Sig helps us with our website, and Pam also keeps our Facebook 

page updated and manages our liturgy livestream. Many others help, including our altar guild 

members Gerry, Tee and Jerome, Karen, Melissa, Gary and Dave. Along with others mentioned, 

Kathy and Don are readers;  Jerome McCullough joyfully carries the cross each week, and the faith-

ful on the prayer chain are ready to pray at a momentõs notice. Each member of St. Stephenõs is a 

dedicated, generous faith-filled witness to the goodness of God.  If youõd like to join one of the min-

istries at St. Stephenõs, please contact Melanie through the churchõs email.  Letõs be joyful, grateful 

and ambitious to cooperate with Godõs will that St. Stephenõs be radiant as a family of faith, sharing 

our gifts with the self -sacrificing love weõve been given in Our Savior Jesus Christ.  

-Fr. Chuck+     

 

       



 2 

Morning Prayer happens the 

first Wednesday of each 

month at 10:30 a.m.  See 

you on September 4 . 

Mystery Parishioners  

Can you identify them?  

(Find out who they are on page 4.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR SEPTEMBER  

Make us worthy, Lord, to 

serve our fellow men (and 

women) throughout the 

world who live and die in 

poverty and hunger.  Give 

them through our hands 

this day their daily bread, 

and by our understanding 

love, give peace and joy.  

- Mother Theresa, Calcutta  

KICK OFF SUNDAY!!  

KICK OFF SUNDAY ON Septem-

ber 8!  

Bring a friend and join us for 

coffee hour after the service!  
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INTERESTED IN SINGING IN THE 

CHOIR?  ALL ARE WELCOME!   

If so, please contact Director of Mu-

sic Ministry, Soon Choi, or email the 

church office at  

Ststephenswilkinsburg@gmail.com  

 

Mission of the Month  

Episcopal Relief and Development 

Their mission is to feed the hungry, care 

for the sick, and welcome the stranger.  

Their work to heal a hurting world is 

guided by the principles of compassion, 

dignity and generosity. They take their 

mandate from the words of Jesus, 

found in Matthew 25.  They provide 

fresh water to communities, respond to 

disasters, empower women through mi-

crofinance, protect children from malar-

ia.  They have been around for more 

than 75 years and have served over 3 

million people annually!  

If you would like to contribute, check 

out this link:                               

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/  

Or write a check to òEpiscopal Relief and Devel-

opmentó and put it in the collection plate or mail 

it to:  òEpiscopal Relief and Development, PO Box 

7058, Merrifield, VA  22116-7058 

FOOD OF THE MONTH  

PEANUT BUTTER  AND JELLY 

 

BIBLE STUDY STARTS UP AGAIN ON  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 at noon 

WILL YOU JOIN US THIS YEAR?   

If so, contact Melanie Sprenkel at  

ststephenswilkinsburg@gmail.com  

We will begin the year studying the 

Book of Acts.  

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 

WHO SUPPORTED THE RESTO-

RATION FUND!  

THE WORK HAS 

BEGUN,                

ENSURING ST. 

STEPHENôS A     

FUTURE IN         

WILKINSBURG!  
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Sunday Worship 8AM & 10:30AM 

 

Contact Us 

St. Stephenõs Episcopal Church 

600 Pitt Street 

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 

412.243.6100 (phone) 

ststephenswilkinsburg@gmail.com (email) 

 

 

www.ststephenswilkinsburg.org 

Parish Staff 

 

Rev. Chuck Esposito, Priest 

Soon Choi, Dir. of Music Ministry  

Melanie Sprenkel, Parish Ministry 

Coordinator  

Gerry Dalton, Financial Admin. 

Elise Morris, Archivist & Historian   

Tim Brucker, Caretaker 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

September 3-Dave Stefanik 

                     Patrick Singer  

September 4-Cadence Gally 

                      Alyssa Potance 

September 23-Mary Dimond 

September 27-John Sprenkel 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

September 2-Bill and Joanne Rau 

Cathie and Kevin Sunderman 

September 15-Tim and Elise Morris 

 

Mystery Parishioners:  

*Father Chuck  *Gerry Dalton   *Michael Hogan   *Tee and Jerome McCullough  

 *The Rau Family  

SEND A PICURE OF YOUNG YOU TO OUR EMAIL.   

SOME OF US MAY BE GETTING OLD BUT OUR HEARTS ARE YOUNG!  


